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Nothing about migrants without migrants!

From migrant leaders, migrants’ families, and Latin American and Caribbean civil society and faith-
based organizations, we consider that the Second International Migration Review Forum (IMRF 2026)
represents a key opportunity to reorient migration governance toward an approach centered on
human dignity, a gender perspective, rights, and shared international responsibility. However, a
concerning gap persists between the commitments made under the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly
and Regular Migration and their actual implementation, putting its legitimacy at risk.

In practice, fundamental rights continue to be violated, including through the criminalization of migration,
systematic detention, deportations without guarantees, collective expulsions and returns to third
countries, the disappearance of migrants, as well as xenophobic discourse. In this context, it is urgent to
strengthen accountability and ensure that migration policies effectively align with the principles of the
Compact and international human rights standards. A fundamental measure is to guarantee non-
regression from the 2022 Progress Declaration and the human rights framework. Therefore, we urge that
all migrants, regardless of their migration status, have access to their rights, are treated with dignity,
and are not excluded from the 2026 Progress Declaration due to their migration status. This, together
with the effective expansion of regular migration pathways from countries of origin and at destination,
as well as migration regularization, constitutes concrete actions to prevent risks, violence, human
trafficking, and migrant deaths or disappearances.

The participation of migrants must be real and effective, ensuring their inclusion in decision-making,
with representation, funding, and recognition as key actors. Specifically, we call for the establishment of
national migration networks with the participation of migrants, their families, faith-based
organizations, and civil society.

Deportations and criminalization are among the main sources of human rights violations, as they are
often carried out without due process and under conditions that expose individuals to serious risks. It is
essential to guarantee respect for the principle of non-refoulement, due process, and international
standards in all deportation, return, and readmission procedures.

Finally, IMRF 2026 must address human mobility from a comprehensive and intersectional perspective,
taking into account structural factors such as violence, inequality, and socio-environmental drivers,
translating into concrete, measurable commitments with effective follow-up mechanisms, consistent
with sustainable development commitments and greater investment in local capacities, recognizing the
fundamental role of migrants, civil society, and their communities.

Read our full position and its
signatories here: : bit.ly/IMRFLAC26
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